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�� he Garden City Historical Society is promoting increased community awareness 
of the merits of preserving the former Cathedral School of St. Paul (known as St. 

Paul’s School). The efforts are especially timely as the Village Board will likely ask 
residents in the coming months to approve a bond referendum to fund the expenses 
associated with the demolition of St. Paul’s School and Ellis Hall.  
 

Foremost in the Society’s planning is immediate saving of the historic structure 
from the wrecking ball and preservation for future alternative use. This scenario 
will save residents affected by the current economic downturn from additional        
increases in their Village property taxes. [Please see the Historical Society’s website, 
www.gardencityhistoricalsociety.org, for an overview of A Saint Paul’s Forum, which 
was presented to the community by the Historical Society on June 17, 2009.] 
 

Forum II: The Real Costs of Demolition will take place on October 7. The Society’s 
guest speakers will include: Roberta Lane, program officer and regional attorney, 
Northeast Office, National Trust for Historic Preservation; Franklin Hill Perrell, executive director, Roslyn Landmark 
Society; Mike Tierney and Alex Shih of Morgan Keegan and Co., municipal finance experts; and a LEED certified    
architect, who will discuss the environmental impact of demolition and the potential “green” benefits of preserving the 
building for future use. 
 

As with Forum I, The Garden City Historical Society invites all residents to attend this important discussion of the real 
costs of demolition. Following the presentation at Cluett Hall, all attendees are invited to a reception at The Garden City 
Historical Society Museum, 109 Eleventh Street, for continued discussion with our guest speakers. 
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at The Garden City Historical Society Museum, 109 Eleventh St. 
 

�� he Exchange Yard Sale will feature consignment items that have lingered in the shop, 
donations, out-of-season items, and much more. Look for discounts and special buys. 

The Exchange will also be open, featuring its spectacular assortment of items from furniture 
and jewelry to art work, women’s accessories and antiques for purchase. 
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���� �� Great as gifts or memorials, these bricks are placed in the pathway around the Museum, 
and their purchase supports the Historical Society. For information, contact Christine at chrisplasteras@optonline.net; 
Mary at mmahoney39@gmail.com, or Brian at 516-456-0433.  

Brent Leggs and Roberta Lane,  
representatives of the National 
Trust, visit St. Paul’s interior. 
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Dear Friends, 
 

�� his is an unprecedented issue of our newsletter as we’ve mailed it to all residents of Garden City  
instead of only our membership. We’re committed to the requirements of our New York State   

Charter, and the proclamation approved by our board last May 2009 to preserve St. Paul’s School. 
 

St. Paul’s School served its original purpose for over 100 years, educating thousands of young men in a 
building constructed in memory of Alexander T. Stewart, the founder of our Village. In addition to its intended use, the 
architecturally distinguished building along with the Cathedral of the Incarnation, the third Garden City Hotel, St. 
Mary’s School and the numerous splendid residences of the historic Central Section, formed the backbone of what has 
made Garden City the attractive, unique and desirable place to live and work in. If we are to demolish “St. Paul’s” as the    
village board is suggesting, we would be regrettably moving another step closer in the transformation of Garden City 
into “Anytown USA”. 
 

On October 7th, we urge you to attend our second forum entitled “The Real Costs of Demolition” at Cluett Hall.          
Distinguished panelists from the National Trust For Historic Preservation, the Roslyn Landmarks Society, a LEED      
certified architect, and experts in municipal finance will enlighten and clearly explain, from a community perspective, 
environmentally, and financially, why we should preserve St. Paul’s. 
 

Also, we invite you to our upcoming fall programs. The lecture and book signing on September 23rd brings a part of   
living history to our town as Samuel White, the great-grandson of Stanford White of the prominent architectural firm of 
McKim, Mead and White will discuss his latest book. On September 26th, fantastic shopping deals will abound as the 
A.T. Stewart Exchange presents an old fashioned yard sale on the grounds of our museum. During the first two weeks of 
November, our fourth annual professional art show will be held, and on November 18, Alister McReynolds, an historian 
and noted authority on the subject of the Scots Irish / Ulster Scots history and culture, will present a lecture on his new 
book “Legacy,” which includes a chapter on A.T Stewart himself. 
 

Lastly, we hope you appreciate the work that the Society performs, and the care and stewardship it affords to the Apostle 
House, which is our home. If your finances permit, and you are inclined to, we would greatly 
appreciate any donation to support our efforts. 
 

Sincerely,  
Brian A. Pinnola, 516-456-0433/bpinnola@nailongisland.com 
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Clockwise from top left: Letter on Garden City Hotel stationery, dated 1924; Garden City Fire    
Department circa 1950; League of Women Voters brochure of 1950; book on The Boroughs 
of Brooklyn and Queens, Counties of Nassau and Suffolk, 1925; and a brochure from Sky 
Flight Inc., located at Hangar 33, Roosevelt Field (donated by the Estate of Eric Oppenheimer, 
one of the flight instructors). 
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�� racticing architect Samuel G. White’s presentation takes viewers through 
the rich body of work of his famed great-grandfather,   architect Stanford 

White, who was chosen to remodel the Old Garden City Hotel (c.1895), and 
with McKim, Mead & White, designed its successor, the “third” Garden City 
Hotel (c. 1901). Stanford White was a director of the Garden City Company 
and his wife’s mother was an heir to Cornelia Stewart. 

Lecture sponsor: Paul Rice Architecture 
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�� lister McReynold traces the achievements of the Scots Irish in America in his new 
book, Legacy. A Principal and Chief Executive of Lisburn Institute of Further and 

Higher Education, McReynolds tells the story of these ordinary, yet remarkable indi-
viduals, such as Alexander Turney Stewart himself, whose inventiveness and energy 

helped build our country’s landscapes from Maine to southern Georgia. (Lisburn is the birthplace of A.T. Stewart.) 
Both books will be available for sale and author signing at the lectures. 

Presentations take place at The Garden City Historical Society, 109 Eleventh Street, Garden City. 
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Name  ____________________________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________________________ 
City/State/ZIP __________________  Email ______________________ 

 

Membership Donation $_______ Building Fund $_______ 
(see categories at left)   (maintenance/restoration of Museum) 
 

Archive Acquisition Fund $_____ Save St. Paul’s Campaign $______ 
(to acquire GC related objects)  (defray expenses associated with 
     Forums and preservation efforts)             

Membership categories: 
 

� Senior Citizen (per person).. $10                      
� Individual…………… $25   
� Family…………………. $35                        
� Business, 
     Institutional or 
     Professional………….. $50                         
� Sustaining………………. $50                             
� Life……………………..   $350 

All donations are tax deductible.                        

�� he Society thanks those individuals and businesses who have joined our 2009 membership roster. Anyone wishing 
to renew or become a member of the Society should mail a check and this form to: 

The Garden City Historical   Society, P.O. Box 179, Garden City, NY 11530. 
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who, by providing a “new” e-mail to our member database, wins the raffle for a Historical Society afghan . 

�� his spring, the Historical Society purchased museum quality software called PastPerfect. This new addition will  
allow the Society to create an efficient, easy-to-use database of our archival materials. To prepare for this task,   

several Society board members attended a training program given by the Long Island Library Resources Council, where 
they learned to identify what materials to preserve, arrange collections, assign accession numbers and catalog in a data-
base. Of particularly interest was advice on working with oversized material like maps and architectural drawings,     
purchasing archival quality supplies, handling objects with latex or cotton gloves, and providing storage in acid-free 
folders. The program addressed environmental issues, too, such as climate control, fire protection and lighting in the  
archive room, as well as preparing exhibitions and getting the word out to the community about the Society’s collections. 
Our archives has over 1,000 items. The Historical Society archives committee has begun working with the database. 
Please contact the Society at thegardencityhistoricalsociety@verizon.net (type “Archives” in the subject line) or Brian at 
516-456-0433, if you have any Garden City or related items you would like to donate or lend to our archives. 
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�� delphi’s R Building, or Woodruff Hall, designed by the architectural firm of 
McKim, Mead & White in 1930, was one of the three original buildings on the 

university campus. Although it was the 
“Recreation” building with a basketball 
court, running track, swimming pool, 

squash courts, exercise and locker rooms, it served many other purposes over 
the years. Today, it is part of Adelphi’s fourth phase construction and renova-

tion project, which began with a master plan in 
2002 and saw the construction of a LEED certified 
residence hall, tennis courts, parking beneath tour-
nament-equipped artificial turf playing fields, a  
Fine Arts building complete with accommodations 
for concerts and recitals, and a Black Box theater. 
Between the fields and Woodruff Hall, a new ath-
letic building contains the basketball courts and running track. With an expected fall opening, 
the R Building will be completely renovated to provide classrooms and offices for academic 
programs in the areas of health studies, physical education and human performance science,   
as well as modern facilities for a range of recreational and personal fitness opportunities for 
faculty, staff and students. This spring, Society members toured the structure with Adelphi 
staff and received a copy of the original McKim, Mead & White architectural plans. 

Original outer wall depth 

Trusses above original gymnasium and track 

November 7-8 and 14-15: Annual Professional Art Show featuring local artists at The Historical Society Museum. 
 

December 3: The Society’s Holiday Candlelight House Tour is back: a tour of Garden City historic homes and archi-
tectural features. Check the Historical Society website, Village kiosks and local newspapers for details. 

www.gardencityhistoricalsociety.org 


